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1 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA; 

2 

THURSDAY, JULY 11, 2019; 10:18 A.M. 

3 

KIMANI BLACK, 

4 

having been first duly sworn, testifies as follows: 

5 

EXAMINATION 

6 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

7 

Q Good morning. My name is Emmanuel Nwabuzor 

8 

and we are here to take a depo — short depo regarding 

9 

the case captioned the People of the State of 

10 

California versus Freetown Holdings Corporate Company 

11 

and Abdul Jamal Sheriff. Are you familiar with that 

12 

case? 

13 

A No. 

14 

Q Okay. Have you ever had your depo taken 

15 

before? 

16 

A No. 

17 

Q Okay. I'm sure that you've had opportunity to 

18 

talk with your counsel, Mr. Marcus, for purpose of the 

19 

deposition. And we have three attorneys in this 

20 

conference room. I represent Freetown Holdings, 

21 

Holiday Liquor, and Mr. Abdul Sheriff. 

22 

Now, Mr. Scott Marcus represents you for the 

23 

purpose of this deposition. So even though he works 

24 

with the City Attorney's office, as well as Drew 

25 

Robertson, who I've known for some time now, they 
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1 

represent different roles in this case. There's the 

2 

presumption of the Chinese wall, you know, so that— 

3 

THE REPORTER: Wait. 

4 

MR. NWABUZOR: Presumption of the Chinese 

5 

wall, so that he is going to protect your interests 

6 

for the purpose of the deposition. He may raise 

7 

objections regarding the form of the questions. 

8 

(Mr. Sheriff enters deposition session.) 

9 

MR. NWABUZOR: So Mr. Marcus, by the way, that 

10 

is Mr. Abdul Sheriff. 

11 

MR. MARCUS: Okay. Nice to meet you. 

12 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

13 

Q So Mr. Marcus may raise objection with respect 

14 

to what we call the form of the questions. And for 

15 

the purpose of this deposition, Ms. Robertson and I 

16 

have agreed that she can join in the objection. That 

17 

way, we don't have to repeat it and we don't have to 

18 

take a lot of time. Do you understand that? 

19 

A Yes. 

20 

Q Okay. So since you've not been deposed 

21 

before, deposition is a process that is similar to 

22 

what occurs in court. The only difference is there's 

23 

no judge who is present here. There's no jury. But 

24 

the court reporter, who just swore you to an oath, is 

25 

going to take down everything that was said today. 
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1 

And I just want to remind you that even though we are 

2 

not before a judge or a jury, the oath that you took. 

3 

it has the same force and effect. It has the same 

4 

penalty of perjury before a judge and jury. Do you 

5 

understand that? 

6 

A Yes. 

7 

Q You're obligated to tell the truth and you are 

8 

to try as much as possible to tell us the truth. In 

9 

that regard, we encourage you to speak verbally. So 

10 

try to not engage in what we call speech mannerisms. 

11 

For instance, people have the tendency to say 

12 

uh-huh or huh-uh in response to a question. Or during 

13 

the course of conversation they may move their 

14 

shoulder or nod their head. What is a common practice 

15 

in regular day life, those are not allowed in a 

16 

deposition like this. 

17 

The reason is that, at the end of the day. 

18 

when the deposition is completed, everything that is 

19 

said today is going to be put in a booklet form. It's 

20 

going to read like a play — question, answer. And 

21 

then occasionally the attorneys will object to 

22 

questions. And you will have the opportunity to 

23 

review it and sign it under penalty of perjury. 

24 

Now in the course of review, there may be some 

25 

things that may come out as not truly reflective of 
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1 

what you wanted to say, so you have the opportunity at 

2 

the time to make changes. However, I have to warn you 

3 

that if you make any material changes to the questions 

4 

— or sorry to responses, for instance if I ask you a 

5 

question that is important with a yes response, you 

6 

said no, and then subsequently you say yes, then that 

7 

may actually inform you — as far as your telling the 

8 

truth or not is concerned. 

9 

Either myself, or another attorney who is 

10 

working on the case — the case goes to trial will 

11 

have the opportunity to comment on it. And it may 

12 

prove embarrassing to you as someone not telling the 

13 

truth. Do you understand that? 

14 

A Yes. 

15 

Q Okay. And in addition to that — of course. 

16 

that we talked about is the penalty of perjury. So 

17 

those are the duties that you have as far as these 

18 

proceedings is concerned. Do you understand that? 

19 

A Yes. 

20 

Q Okay. Have you ever been involved in a 

21 

lawsuit? 

22 

A Yes. 

23 

Q Okay. As a party or a witness? 

24 

A A party. 

25 

Q Okay. When was that? 
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1 

MR. MARCUS: What's the relevance of that? 

2 

MR. NWABUZOR: I just want to find out a 

3 

little background and that is it. I'm not going to go 

4 

— I'm asking the question about when. I'm not going 

5 

to ask about the what and the wherefore. 

6 

MR. MARCUS: I don't understand why him being 

7 

a party to a lawsuit is relevant to the issues 

8 

regarding your case. 

9 

MR. NWABUZOR: Are you instructing him to not 

10 

answer the question? 

11 

MR. MARCUS: Until you can explain to me why 

12 

it's relevant to the case — 

13 

MR. NWABUZOR: I just want to make sure that 

14 

you understand what — the circumstances and 

15 

implications of lawsuit. He's conversant with the way 

16 

it works. That's is the information I want to find 

17 

out. 

18 

MR. MARCUS: You've explained to him the 

19 

importance of the deposition. Let's move on. 

20 

MR. NWABUZOR: Are you instructing him not to 

21 

answer? 

22 

MR. MARCUS: At this point, yes. 

23 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

24 

Q Okay. Have you ever testified in court 

25 

before? 
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1 

A 

No . 

2 

Q 

Did you have any opportunity to review any 

3 

documents in preparation for today's depo? 

4 

A 

No . 

5 

Q 

Did you speak with anyone, other than your 

6 

attorney. 

in preparation of — for today's deposition? 

7 

A 

No . 

8 

Q 

And what's your date of birth sir? 

9 

A 

7/6/75. 

10 

Q 

Were you born in Los Angeles? 

11 

A 

No . 

12 

Q 

Where were you born? 

13 

A 

Torrance. 

14 

Q 

You married? 

15 

A 

No . 

16 

Q 

Aside from your attorney, Mr. Marcus, that we 

17 

talked about before, have you discussed any aspect of 

18 

the case 

with attorney Drew Robertson? 

19 

A 

No . 

20 

Q 

Have you ever met her before? 

21 

A 

More clear? 

22 

Q 

Have you ever met with attorney Drew Robertson 

23 

before? 


24 

A 

No . 

25 

Q 

Okay. 
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1 

A 

I met her ten minutes ago, for the first time. 

2 

Q 

Okay. Who is your employer? 

3 

A 

The City of Los Angeles. 

4 

Q 

How long have you been so employed by City of 

5 

Los Angeles? 

6 

A 

14 years. 

7 

Q 

Do you work for any specific department? 

8 

A 

City Council. 

9 

Q 

And which District would you represent? 

10 

A 

10 . 

11 

Q 

And who is the city councilman for District 

12 

10? 


13 

A 

Herb Wesson. 

14 

Q 

And have you always been employed by District 

15 

10 for the past — you said 14 — 10 years? 

16 

A 

Correct. 

17 

Q 

Let me be clear. Did you say you've been 

18 

employed 

for 10 or 14 years? 

19 

A 

Since 2005, 14. 

20 

Q 

And what are your job duties there? 

21 

A 

Various. 

22 

Q 

Ckay. Can you describe them? 

23 

A 

Answering constituent calls, getting trees 

24 

trimmed. 

programming for seniors. Just depends on 

25 

what calls we get. 
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1 

Q 

So are you the person responsible for 

2 

community outreach in District 10? 

3 

A 

We have — everybody who works in the office 

4 

is responsible for that. So I'm one of many. 

5 

Q 

Do you have any particular areas, location 

6 

that you are assigned to cover? 

7 

A 

Yes . 

8 

Q 

Okay. Which area are you assigned to cover? 

9 

A 

What we call the southwest area, which starts 

10 

at the 

10 Freeway, going south to our most southern 

11 

border 

, from Chesapeake going west to our most western 

12 

border 


13 


So Chesapeake to La Cienega. 10 Freeway to 

14 

about 

Coliseum. 

15 

Q 

And Coliseum, would that be the one in 

16 

Inglewood or the street? 

17 

A 

Los Angeles. 

18 

Q 

City of Los Angeles? Ckay. 

19 


I know that there's one in Inglewood and then 

20 

there' 

s the street. So is the one by USC; right? 

21 

A 

It goes down by USC, but it's not that area 

22 

that you're speaking of specifically. 

23 

Q 

Ckay. Which area are you referring to? I 

24 

just want to— 

25 

A 

Coliseum and La Brea. 
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1 

Q 

Okay. And does that area cover where we 

2 

referred 

to as the West Adams District? 

3 

A 

Yes . 

4 

Q 

Okay. Just before we go further, you 

5 

graduated high school; correct? 

6 

A 

Yes . 

7 

Q 

Okay. And how about college? 

8 

A 

No. 

9 

Q 

What high school did you go to? 

10 

A 

Westchester High School. 

11 

Q 

As part of your duties working for the 10 

12 

district, 

, do you typically attend neighborhood council 

13 

meetings' 

7 

14 

A 

Yes . 

15 

Q 

Have you attended neighborhood council meeting 

16 

at the West Adam neighborhood area? 

17 

A 

Yes . 

18 

Q 

When was the last time you attended a 

19 

neighborhood council meeting there? 

20 

A 

Maybe a month ago. 

21 

Q 

Do you know the president of the counsel? 

22 

A 

Yes . 

23 

Q 

And what's his name? 

24 

A 

The president is Steven Meeks. 

25 

Q 

Okay. Do you know any person by the name Eva 
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1 

Aubry, E 

-v-a, A-u-b-r-y? 


2 

A 

Yes . 


3 

Q 

How about Reverend Vanessa McKenzie? 


4 

A 

Yes . 


5 

Q 

Have you spoken to these individuals before. 

6 

regarding the problems in the West Adams neighborhood 

7 

area? 



8 

A 

Oh, yes. 


9 

Q 

And do you know the gentleman who is across 

10 

from you 

, Abdul Jamal Sheriff? 


11 

A 

Yes . 


12 

Q 

How long have you known him? 


13 

A 

Maybe 10 years. 


14 

Q 

How did you — do you recall how the 


15 

circumstances under which you came to know him? 


16 

A 

Came to know him or met? 


17 

Q 

Or met. 


18 

A 

Yeah, there was a community meeting at 

the 

19 

William 

Grant Still Art Center with complaints 

about 

20 

his liquor store and he showed up. 


21 

Q 

And how long ago was that? 


22 

A 

Probably about 10 or 12 years. 2008. 


23 

Q 

Following your meeting about 10 years 

ago, at 

24 

the community center, did you continue to keep 

contact 

25 

with Mr. 

Abdul Jamal Sheriff? 
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1 

A 

Yes . 

2 

Q 

And have you had — following that particular 

3 

meeting 

in 2008, have you had subsequent discussion 

4 

with hirr 

L regarding the issues in the West Adam 

5 

neighborhood? 

6 

A 

Yes . 

7 

Q 

By your estimate, how many occasions? 

8 

A 

I couldn't put a number to it. Abdul has my 

9 

cell phone number. I have his cell phone number. 

10 

Q 

Okay. This is one of the things that I failed 

11 

to give 

you as an admonitions. 

12 

A 

Uh-huh. 

13 

Q 

You remember when I was giving you the rules? 

14 

A 

Uh-huh. 

15 

Q 

Now I may ask you questions that may call — 

16 

sorry — 

that may invite you to give an estimate. 

17 

That is 

acceptable in these proceedings. 

18 


What we don't want you to do to give us a 

19 

guess . 


20 


Do you know the difference between a guess and 

21 

an estimate? 

22 

A 

Uh-huh. 

23 

Q 

Is that a "yes"? 

24 

A 

Yes, yes. 

25 

Q 

Okay. So we are entitled to your best 
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1 

estimate. And I may ask you to give us a range. 

2 


What we don't want you to do is to give us a 

3 

guess . 


4 

A 

Okay. 

5 

Q 

Just pick up — so based on that instruction. 

6 

by way 

of estimate, how many times have you had 

7 

meetings with Mr. Abdul Sheriff? 

8 

A 

Meetings or conversations? 

9 

Q 

Let's start with meetings. 

10 

A 

Four. 

11 

Q 

And these meetings, were they face-to-face 

12 

meetings ? 

13 

A 

Yes . 

14 

Q 

And where did the meetings take place? 

15 

A 

At our council office. 

16 

Q 

So he came to your council office? 

17 

A 

Correct. 

18 

Q 

And how about conversations? 

19 

A 

I don't want to guess, so give me a range. 

20 

Q 

You can — you can give me — you can just 

21 

give a 

range. It's okay. 

22 

A 

Maybe five to ten. 

23 

Q 

Okay. And another thing I have to tell you is 

24 

that I 

ask the questions and then you give the 

25 

responses; okay? 
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1 

If you don't know, it's also an acceptable 

2 

response. Okay? 

3 

A Got you. 

4 

Q And the four times that Mr. Abdul Sheriff came 

5 

to the council office to discuss with you, what were 

6 

the issues that you talked about? 

7 

A Various issues. Some around the store, some 

8 

around other issues along the Adams corridor. 

9 

Q Okay. Let's talk about the issues around the 

10 

store. 

11 

What did you talk about the issues around the 

12 

store? 

13 

A Complaints that our office would receive. 

14 

things that he was seeing that — how the city could 

15 

help him as a business owner. 

16 

And then the two other meetings were with LAPD 

17 

to try to come to a solution that would be good for 

18 

everybody. 

19 

Q How about the meetings that focused on the 

20 

West Adam neighborhood corridor. What did you talk 

21 

about? 

22 

A Just overall maintenance, the problem 

23 

locations, the people along the corridor who were 

24 

causing problems. 

25 

Q Okay. Is it fair to say that Mr. Sheriff came 
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1 

to you because he wanted a solution to the problems? 

2 

A 

In some situations, yes. 

3 

Q 

How about in other situations? 

4 

A 

Other situations it was like I called him and 

5 

said, I' 

m getting calls, what's going on? 

6 

Q 

Okay. Not specifically, but when he came to 

7 

your office — 

8 

A 

Uh-huh. 

9 

Q 

— did he come because he wanted solutions to 

10 

the problem? 

11 

A 

He was reaching out for help, yes. 

12 

Q 

Okay. Can you tell us specifically the 

13 

problems 

that you are aware of in that West Adam 

14 

neighborhood area? 

15 

A 

There's a lot of chemical dependency in that 

16 

area, where there's drugs and alcohol. There's 

17 

homelessness, there's prostitution and there's drug 

18 

sales . 


19 

Q 

Now, these issues or vices that you mentioned. 

20 

is that 

neighborhood-wide? Or are they located in a 

21 

particular area? 

22 

A 

They're concentrated. 

23 

Q 

Okay. Where? 

24 

A 

Between La Brea and Rampart. 

25 

Q 

Have you had any conversation with the 
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1 

neighborhood residents about recent upsurge of 

2 

homelessness in the area? 

3 

A 

Yes . 

4 

Q 

And have you seen those yourself? 

5 

A 

Yes . 

6 

Q 

And have they asked the City for any solutions 

7 

to the 

upsurge of the homelessness? 

8 

A 

They get the standard protocol of homeless 

9 

suites 

— homeless services being offered, yes. 

10 

Q 

How about request for additional patrol of 

11 

police 

officers in the area? 

12 

A 

That's standard. 

13 

Q 

I just want to find out whether they have made 

14 

any requests, the neighborhood residents, for an 

15 

increase on patrol to curb the issue of chemical 

16 

dependency, homelessness, prostitution and drug sales? 

17 

A 

Specifically to me, no. 

18 

Q 

Okay. Do you know whether these issues or 

19 

solutions have been suggested at the neighborhood 

20 

council 

meetings ? 

21 

A 

Yes . 

22 

Q 

Aside from yourself, who else from the city 

23 

attends 

the neighborhood council meetings? 

24 

A 

LAPD, the department of neighborhood 

25 

empowerment, department of sanitation, and the 
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1 

neighborhood prosecutor. 

2 

Q And who is the neighborhood prosecutor? 

3 

A I don't know who the neighborhood prosecutor 

4 

is right now. 

5 

Q Is the person with the city attorney's office? 

6 

A Yes. 

7 

Q And who, from the LAPD, represents them at the 

8 

meeting? 

9 

A Depending — it's three senior leads that 

10 

cover that neighborhood council boundary. 

11 

Q Okay. And is one of them, senior leader is 

12 

Anna Maria Mejia? 

13 

A Correct. 

14 

Q Have you discussed specifically the complaints 

15 

related to Holiday Liquor with Anna Maria Mejia, 

16 

officer? 

17 

A Yes. 

18 

Q When was the last time you had a discussion 

19 

with her? 

20 

A Maybe like six months. 

21 

Q And do you recall specifically what you talked 

22 

about then? 

23 

A No. 

24 

Q Have you ever had any meeting between 

25 

yourself. Officer Mejia and Mr. Abdul Sheriff? 
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1 

A Yes . 

2 

Q On how many occasions? 

3 

A Two. 

4 

Q And what was the purpose of the meeting? 

5 

A The purpose of the meeting was to try to come 

6 

to a solution that would be good for everybody, the 

7 

community wants. 

8 

Q And what type of solution did you try to come 

9 

to? 

10 

A There were some things that we all verbally 

11 

agreed to. Some of them being him stop selling beer 

12 

after midnight — actually putting a chain around the 

13 

beer casing, not to sell it. 

14 

Some of the other things was possibly changing 

15 

the hours of his operations, based on the season. And 

16 

also the most critical thing that LAPD wanted that he 

17 

verbally agreed to was to give them 24 hour access to 

18 

his cameras, so they could monitor it when they felt 

19 

the need to it. 

20 

Abdul has been good in giving the City's 

21 

family's videotapes of stuff that has happened, once 

22 

it's occurred, but they wanted it — access to monitor 

23 

it 24/7, to try to prevent some things that were 

24 

happening. 

25 

Q Okay. And specifically with respect to this 
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1 

last item— 


2 

A 

Uh-huh. 


3 

Q 

— requesting Abdul Sheriff — 


4 

A 

Uh-huh. 


5 

Q 

— to give access to the police - 

- 24 hour 

6 

access, 

do you know whether that has been ^ 

done? 

7 

A 

I do not know. 


8 

Q 

Have you ever inquired whether that was done? 

9 

A 

Yes . 


10 

Q 

Okay. When was the last time you 

made that 

11 

inquiry 

9 


12 

A 

Probably around six months ago. 


13 

Q 

And what did they tell you? 


14 

A 

They didn't have it. 


15 

Q 

Okay. So, has anyone told you from LAPD that 

16 

they have 24 hour live feed from the video 

cameras 

17 

around 

his store, as of the present time? 


18 

A 

No . 


19 

Q 

Would that be helpful information 

for you to 

20 

know? 



21 

A 

No . 


22 

Q 

Why not? 


23 

A 

The way our job works is we get complaints 

24 

from constituents from various issues. 


25 


Once we give it to the department 

, we follow 
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1 

up on it 

and we assure that the department does what 

2 

they have to do. 

3 


This whole — me sitting here, we don't do 

4 

that normally. 

5 

Q 

Okay. Fair enough. 

6 


And I just wanted you to know that this is — 

7 

not trying to put you on the hot seat — 

8 

A 

No, I understand. 

9 

Q 

We're just trying to get information. And 

10 

this is 

allowed, okay? 

11 


You are not a party to the lawsuit. I hope 

12 

you understand that. Yes? 

13 

A 

Okay. 

14 

Q 

Yes? 

15 

A 

Yes . 

16 

Q 

Now, with respect to — sorry — the second 

17 

item that you had — agreed to verbally for 

18 

Mr. Sheriff to — to do, to reduce the complaints, is 

19 

to reduce the hours of operation; correct? 

20 

A 

Uh-huh. 

21 

Q 

Okay. Is that a "yes"? 

22 

A 

Yes . 

23 

Q 

Okay. Do you know whether his hours of 

24 

operation has been reduced? 

25 

A 

No, I do not know. 
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1 

Q 

Have you ever made inquiry in the past 

six 


2 

months to find out whether or not his hours of 



3 

operation has been reduced? 



4 

A 

No . 



5 

Q 

Okay. How about the — the third one. 

which 

6 

is selling beer after midnight. 



7 

A 

Uh-huh. 



8 

Q 

Do you have any information as to whether or 

9 

not the 

office sells beer after midnight now? 



10 

A 

No. 



11 

Q 

Have you ever made any such inquiries? 



12 

A 

No. 



13 

Q 

But it was part of the solution you agreed 

to; 

14 

correct? 




15 

A 

Yes . 



16 

Q 

Has anyone from the LAPD ever informed 

you 


17 

that Mr. 

Abdul Sheriff is not cooperating with 

them 

in 

18 

dealing 

with the issues in the area? 



19 

A 

Not cooperating with them? 



20 

Q 

Yeah. 



21 

A 

No . 



22 

Q 

To your knowledge, has Mr. Abdul Sheriff 


23 

cooperated with the LAPD, with respect to solving the 

24 

problems 

in the area? 



25 

A 

No . 
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1 

Q 

Okay. In what way has he not cooperated? 

2 

A 

We're here. 

3 

Q 

Okay. I just wanted to find out — you know. 

4 

tell me 

specifically the area where he hasn't 

5 

cooperated. 

6 

A 

I wouldn't know, because they wouldn't tell me 

7 

of — what they asked him to do specifically. 

8 

Q 

Okay. Now — but you have testified a few 

9 

moments 

ago that all these three items — 

10 

A 

Uh-huh. 

11 

Q 

— were agreed upon between you. 

12 

Mr. Sheriff — 

13 

A 

Uh-huh. 

14 

Q 

— and Officer Mejia; correct? 

15 

A 

Uh-huh. 

16 

Q 

Okay. And these three items would help to at 

17 

least reduce the problems — 

18 

A 

Uh-huh. 

19 

Q 

— of complaints from the area; correct? 

20 

A 

Correct. 

21 

Q 

Okay. And as we sit here today — 

22 

A 

Uh-huh. 

23 

Q 

— you don't have any information whether or 

24 

not Mr. 

Sheriff has cooperated with them? 

25 

A 

No. That was agreed upon probably two years 
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1 

ago, so 

I don't know. 

2 

Q 

Okay. And in the past two years, have you 

3 

made an 

inquiry to find out whether Mr. Abdul has made 

4 

efforts 

to comply with this? 

5 

A 

No . 

6 

Q 

But has anyone from LAPD specifically called 

7 

you to 

say that Mr. Sheriff was not cooperating with 

8 

them in 

implementing the agreements you verbally 

9 

agreed 

to? 

10 

A 

Yes . 

11 

Q 

Who was that? 

12 

A 

Mejia. 

13 

Q 

Okay. When was the last time you spoke — 

14 

strike 

that. 

15 


You testified before that the last time you 

16 

spoke with Officer Mejia was about six months ago? 

17 

A 

Correct. Spoke with her about this issue. 

18 

about six months ago. 

19 

Q 

Six months ago. And what did she tell you? 

20 

A 

That he wasn't complying, the problems were 

21 

still occurring. 

22 

Q 

Did she tell you specifically what she wasn't 

23 

— sorry — what he wasn't complying with? 

24 

A 

No . 

25 

Q 

Did you try to find out from her what — 
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1 


A 

No . 

2 


Q 

— you have to allow me to finish. 

3 


A 

I’m sorry. 

4 


Q 

Did you try to find out specifically what 

5 

Mr . 

Sheriff was not complying with? 

6 


A 

No. 

7 


Q 

Okay. Has Officer Mejia ever told you that 

8 

she 

wanted Holiday Liquor to be shut down? 

9 


A 

No . 

10 


Q 

Have you ever suggested to her that Holiday 

11 

Liquor should be shut down? 

12 


A 

No. 

13 


Q 

Has anyone ever approached you or complained 

14 

to 

you that Holiday Liquor should be shut down? 

15 


A 

Yes . 

16 


Q 

Who? 

17 


A 

Community members. 

18 


Q 

Okay. Was that at the community Council 

19 

Meeting - 

— sorry — neighborhood council meeting? 

20 


A 

It's been — it's happened there. It's 

21 

happened 

at other meetings as well. 

22 


Q 

Have you received any written complaints? 

23 


A 

Yes . 

24 


Q 

By community members? 

25 


A 

Yes . 
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1 

Q 

On how many occasions? 

2 

A 

Maybe four or five. 

3 

Q 

Okay. Were these individual complaints or 

4 

petitioned by the neighborhood? 

5 

A 

Excuse me? 

6 

Q 

Were these individual written complaints or 

7 

was it a 

petition signed by the residents? 

8 

A 

Both. 

9 

Q 

Both? Okay. 

10 


And do you have copies of these complaints in 

11 

your file? 

12 

A 

No. 

13 

Q 

Who has them? 

14 

A 

I might have a couple of e-mails, but I don't 

15 

keep petitions like that. 

16 

Q 

Okay. And when was the last time, to your 

17 

knowledge, that you received any such complaint? 

18 

A 

I received — 

19 


MS. ROBERTSON: I'm just going to object as 

20 

vague. 


21 


MR. NWABUZOR: You may answer. 

22 


MR. MARCUS: You can answer if you understand 

23 

the question. 

24 


THE WITNESS: Probably once a month I receive 

25 

a complaint. 
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1 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

2 

Q 

Okay. So did you receive any complaint last 

3 

month? 


4 

A 

Yes . 

5 

Q 

In writing? 

6 

A 

No, in a phone call. 

7 

Q 

Okay. When was the last time you received any 

8 

complaint in writing? 

9 

A 

Probably a year. 

10 

Q 

A year ago? 

11 

A 

Uh-huh. 

12 

Q 

Is that a "yes"? 

13 

A 

Yes . 

14 

Q 

Have you had any discussion regarding the 

15 

problems 

in the West Adam neighborhood with pastor 

16 

Vanessa 

McKinsie? 

17 

A 

Yes . 

18 

Q 

What was the nature of the discussion you had 

19 

with her 

9 

20 

A 

Homelessness. 

21 

Q 

Aside from homelessness, did you discuss any 

22 

other issues with her? 

23 

A 

She tried to, correct, yes. 

24 

Q 

Sorry? 

25 

A 

Yes . 
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1 

Q Okay. What other issue did you discuss? 

2 

A She questioned why the city was going after 

3 

Abdul and the liquor store. 

4 

Q Okay. And why did she say that, to your 

5 

knowledge? 

6 

MR. MARCUS: Objection. 

7 

THE WITNESS: I don't know. 

8 

MR. MARCUS: Okay. That calls for 

9 

speculation. Now you can answer. 

10 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

11 

Q Sorry. Did you have any response to that? 

12 

A I told her that I'm not at liberty to discuss 

13 

it . 

14 

Q Okay. And when was this conversation? 

15 

A Maybe a year and a half ago. 

16 

Q Has any other residents of the West Adam area 

17 

approached you to find out why the city was going 

18 

after Mr. Sheriff? 

19 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Argumentative, 

20 

mischaracterizes facts. 

21 

MR. NWABUZOR: You may answer. 

22 

MR. MARCUS: You can answer. 

23 

THE WITNESS: No. 

24 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

25 

Q Okay. How many liquor stores, to your 
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1 

knowledge, are there between the intersection of 

West 

2 

Adams 

and La Brea and Crenshaw Boulevard to the 

east ? 

3 

A 

Four. 


4 

Q 

Four. Do you have problems of homelessness. 

5 

prostitution, and drug issues in these liquor stores? 

6 

A 

I don't know. 


7 

Q 

Okay. Has there been any complaints in 

those 

8 

areas? 



9 

A 

I don't cover those areas. 


10 

Q 

You don't cover those areas? 


11 

A 

(Witness nods head.) 


12 

Q 

Do you cover the area between La Brea - 

- 

13 

intersection of La Brea and Adams up until Rampart? 

14 

A 

Yes . 


15 

Q 

How many liquor store, beer stores, or 

wine 

16 

stores 

do you have? 


17 

A 

Two. 


18 

Q 

Two. Are those Holiday Liquors and Longs 

19 

Market 

9 


20 

A 

Uh-huh. 


21 


MR. MARCUS: Is that a "yes"? 


22 


THE WITNESS: Yes. 


23 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 


24 

Q 

How about the beer store, at the corner 

of La 

25 

Brea and Adams by the Chevron gas station? 
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1 

A 

Yes . 

2 

Q 

Okay. And have you noticed homeless 

3 

encampment in that area? 

4 

A 

Yes . 

5 

Q 

Have you noticed homeless encampment problem 

6 

around 

. Longs Market? 

7 

A 

No . 

8 

Q 

Okay. When was the last time you drove by 

9 

Longs 

Market? 

10 

A 

I drive by it every day. 

11 

Q 

You did not notice any homeless people there? 

12 

A 

No. 

13 

Q 

And there have not been any complaints in that 

14 

area regarding homelessness? 

15 

A 

Not about Longs, no. 

16 

Q 

Prostitution? 

17 

A 

No . 

18 

Q 

Drug dealings? 

19 

A 

No . 

20 

Q 

Okay. And how about the one on La Brea and 

21 

Adams , 

any such complaints? 

22 

A 

Yes . 

23 

Q 

What type of complaints do you have there? 

24 

A 

The homeless lady who's at the corner. 

25 

Q 

Okay. Just a homeless lady? 
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1 

A 

Well, she — she's one homeless lady, but 

she 

2 

attracts 

everybody. 


3 

Q 

And do you know her name? 


4 

A 

Tina. 


5 

Q 

Thank you. Okay. And have you seen homeless 

6 

people going from La Brea and Adam eastwards towards 

7 

Crenshaw 

9 


8 

A 

They move around. 


9 

Q 

Yeah. And do these people also drink in 


10 

public? 



11 

A 

At times, yes. 


12 

Q 

Okay. Do some of these people use drugs? 


13 

A 

Yes . 


14 

Q 

Do some of those people engage in 


15 

prostitution? 


16 

A 

Yes . 


17 

Q 

Do some of these people have evidence, to 

your 

18 

knowledge, of mental problem? 


19 

A 

Yes . 


20 

Q 

Okay. And there's also been discussions ^ 

about 

21 

gang activities in the neighborhood; correct? 


22 

A 

Yes . 


23 

Q 

Okay. And are you aware of the gang problem 

24 

in the West Adam neighborhood? 


25 

A 

Yes . 
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Q 

Is it limited to any particular location? 

2 

A 

Some areas are more concentrated and hot than 

3 

others . 


4 

Q 

Okay. And which particular gang group is 

5 

prominent in that area, to your knowledge? 

6 

A 

It depends. I think you're looking for the 

7 

West Boulevard but it's really 18th Street. 

8 

Q 

Okay. So do we have the — and let me 

9 

confess, 

I have absolutely no idea about gang 

10 

memberships, so you can educate me here. 

11 


Okay. So you have the West Boulevard gang? 

12 

A 

Uh-huh. 

13 

Q 

Is that the Crips? 

14 

A 

Yes . 

15 

Q 

Okay. And then you have the 18th? 

16 

A 

Yes . 

17 

Q 

And I don't know who they are. Do they 

18 

have — 

do they go by any other names? 

19 

A 

They're a Latino gang. 

20 

Q 

Are they all in that same area of West Adams? 

21 

A 

Yes . 

22 

Q 

To your knowledge, do they have turf war 

23 

between 

18 Street Gang and — 

24 

A 

No . 

25 


MR. MARCUS: You got let him finish the 
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1 

question. 

2 

THE WITNESS: Sorry. 

3 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

4 

Q Allow me to finish. 

5 

Is there any turf war between 18 Street gang 

6 

and the West Adams Crips? 

7 

A No. 

8 

Q Okay. And what kind of vices to your 

9 

knowledge do they engage in? 

10 

MR. MARCUS: Objection. Vague. Who's "they"? 

11 

MR. NWABUZOR: Oh, the — the gang members. 

12 

including the 18th Street gang members. 

13 

THE WITNESS: I don't know. 

14 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

15 

Q Okay. And in what areas are they 

16 

concentrated? 

17 

MR. MARCUS: Objection. Vague, who's "they"? 

18 

MR. NWABUZOR: Let's say the 18 Street Gang. 

19 

THE WITNESS: Concentration from La Brea going 

20 

west. 

21 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

22 

Q To where? 

23 

A To Fairfax. 

24 

Q And how about the West Boulevard Crips? Is 

25 

that what they call them? 
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1 

A 

Concentration La Brea, going east to probably 

2 

close to 

Crenshaw, maybe Victoria. 

3 

Q 

To your knowledge, how long are these gang 

4 

groups, the 18 Street Gang and the West Adams 

5 

Boulevard Crips, been operating in the area? 

6 

A 

Before I was born. 

7 

Q 

And to your knowledge, has the problem of 

8 

gangs in 

the area remained the same or gone down in 

9 

the past 

five years? 

10 

A 

Neither. 

11 


Gang violence has its ups, it has its downs. 

12 

Sometimes people go away to jail and things calm down. 

13 

And then 

you'll see same people come home and it goes 

14 

back up. 

So it's just depending. 

15 

Q 

Okay. So there has been no noticeable change 

16 

in the past five years? 

17 

A 

No . 

18 

Q 

Have there been any suggested solutions to the 

19 

gang problem made to the city council to your 

20 

knowledge? 

21 

A 

Yes . 

22 

Q 

What type of suggestions have been made? 

23 

A 

The gang injunction was a good tool that we 

24 

had. 


25 

Q 

And did that help? 
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1 

A 

Yes . 

2 

Q 

And the gang injunction, are they still 

3 

operating? 

4 

A 

No . 

5 

Q 

When did it stop, to your knowledge? 

6 

A 

I don't know. 

7 

Q 

Any other solution such as that? 

8 

A 

Not specifically. 

9 

Q 

How about at the neighborhood council level? 

10 

Have they made any suggestion with respect to the 

11 

problems 

of gangs in the area? 

12 

A 

No. 

13 

Q 

Mr. Black, how long have you known about 

14 

Holiday 

Liquor? 

15 

A 

2006. 

16 

Q 

And was that about the time that you got 

17 

employed by the 10 District? 

18 

A 

Yes . 

19 

Q 

Aside from that, did you have any independent 

20 

information about Holiday Liquor historically? 

21 

A 

No . 

22 

Q 

How do you describe Holiday Liquor as a 

23 

business 

9 

24 


MR. MARCUS: Objection. Vague. 

25 


MR. NWABUZOR: You may answer. 
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1 


MR. MARCUS: You can answer. 


2 


THE WITNESS: I wouldn't know. 


3 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 


4 

Q 

Okay. Have you ever been inside 

Holiday 

5 

Liquor 

9 


6 

A 

Oh, yes. 


7 

Q 

Have you ever made any purchases 

there? 

8 

A 

Any, what? 


9 

Q 

Purchases . 


10 

A 

Oh, yeah. 


11 

Q 

On how many occasions? 


12 

A 

Probably four, five. 


13 

Q 

How were you treated when you went to the 

14 

store? 



15 

A 

Respectfully. 


16 

Q 

How were the employees? 


17 

A 

Respectful. 


18 

Q 

Were you intimidated by anyone? 


19 

A 

No . 


20 

Q 

Did you feel unsafe going in? 


21 

A 

No . 


22 

Q 

Or coming out? 


23 

A 

No . 


24 

Q 

Mr. Black, do you know any person 

by the name 

25 

Shaul 

Caban? S-h-a-u-1, C-u-b-a-n. 
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1 

A 

Yes . 

2 

Q 

What do you know about him? 

3 

A 

He's a developer. 

4 

Q 

Does he have property in the West Adam 

5 

neighborhood? 

6 

A 

Yes . 

7 

Q 

Are these commercial properties or business — 

8 

or residential? 

9 

A 

Both. 

10 

Q 

Do you know the name of his company? 

11 

A 

CIM. 

12 

Q 

Have you ever had any discussion with Shaul 

13 

Cuban 

regarding Holiday Liquor or Mr. Abdul Sheriff? 

14 

A 

No. 

15 

Q 

Has Mr. Cuban ever informed you that he wanted 

16 

to buy 

Holiday Liquor? 

17 

A 

No, he did not. 

18 

Q 

Have you ever told anyone that a developer 

19 

wanted 

to buy Holiday Liquor? 

20 

A 

Yes . 

21 

Q 

Who did you tell? 

22 

A 

I spoke with Abdul. He's the one who told me. 

23 

Q 

When did Abdul tell you that? 

24 

A 

Maybe 18 months. It's been over a year. 

25 

Q 

How did this conversation come about? 
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1 

A 

He didn't like the interaction he had with 

2 

him. 


3 

Q 

So did he call you to complain to you about 

4 

interaction he had with him? 

5 

A 

Yeah. 

6 

Q 

Okay. Was that how the conversation came up? 

7 

A 

It was about a myriad of different stuff 

8 

that's going on along the Boulevard and he — yeah. 

9 

Q 

Did you ever tell Reverend McKinsie that a 

10 

developer was going to purchase Holiday Liquor? 

11 

A 

No . 

12 

Q 

And when was the last time you spoke with 

13 

Mr. Sheriff about — about Holiday Liquor generally? 

14 

A 

About a month ago. 

15 

Q 

What did you talk about? 

16 

A 

Him wanting to develop it, him having issues 

17 

with the 

community, a bunch of everything else. 

18 

Q 

Did he call you? 

19 

A 

No. I saw him at a neighborhood council 

20 

meeting. 

face-to-face. 

21 

Q 

And you had the conversation then? 

22 

A 

Uh-huh. 

23 

Q 

Is that a "yes"? 

24 


MR. MARCUS: Is that a "yes"? 

25 


THE WITNESS: Yes. 
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1 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

2 

Q 

Okay. What, specifically, did he tell you 

3 

about a 

problem he was having with the community? 

4 

A 

This nuisance abatement case. 

5 

Q 

Okay. So he was talking about the nuisance 

6 

abatement? 

7 

A 

Uh-huh. 

8 

Q 

Is that "yes"? 

9 

A 

Yes . 

10 

Q 

Okay. That's the toughest thing to do. 

11 


All right. And what did he tell you about 

12 

trying 

to develop the place? 

13 

A 

That he thought it could be much better used 

14 

as a mixed use development. 

15 

Q 

And did you say anything to him as a response? 

16 

A 

I told him, send me the plans. 

17 

Q 

Has he sent you the plans? 

18 

A 

Yes . 

19 

Q 

Have you reviewed it? 

20 

A 

Our planner has, yes. 

21 

Q 

Okay. Has it been approved? 

22 

A 

He hasn't pulled any papers to approve it. 

23 

Q 

Okay. And was this a month ago — you have 

24 

not had 

. any other discussions with him; correct? 

25 

A 

No . 
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1 

MR. NWABUZOR: All right. Counsel, I'm going 

2 

to take a short break, review my notes, and I think 

3 

we're about done. Okay? 

4 

MR. MARCUS: Great. Thank you. 

5 

MS. ROBERTSON: Thank you. 

6 

(Off the record.) 

7 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

8 

Q Mr. Black, we are back on the record. You are 

9 

still under oath. You understand that? 

10 

A Yes. 

11 

Q Mr. Black, based on your interactions with the 

12 

West Adam neighborhood district, attending the city 

13 

council — and I think you testified that you drive 

14 

through the area almost on a daily basis; correct? 

15 

A Yes. 

16 

Q Have you noticed any improvement in the 

17 

quality of people coming to the area? 

18 

A Quality of people? 

19 

Q Yes. 

20 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. 

21 

MR. MARCUS: Join. 

22 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

23 

Q You don't understand that? 

24 

A No, I don't understand what you're saying. 

25 

Q Have you noticed any type of improvement in 
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1 

terms of 

the type of real estate coming into the area? 

2 

A 

Yes . 

3 

Q 

How about in terms of the new people moving 

4 

into the 

neighborhood, you know? 

5 


MR. MARCUS: You mean residents? 

6 


MR. NWABUZOR: Residents, yes. 

7 


THE WITNESS: Yes. 

8 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

9 

Q 

And is that, to you, a sign that the community 

10 

is improving? 

11 

A 

Yes . 

12 

Q 

Okay. And is that a positive development for 

13 

the community? 

14 

A 

Yes . 

15 

Q 

And to your knowledge, does Mr. Sheriff own 

16 

property 

in the West Adam neighborhood? 

17 

A 

Yes . 

18 

Q 

Do you know how many properties he owns there? 

19 

A 

I want to say two. 

20 

Q 

Two. Okay. And you have testified before 

21 

that you 

met him at the neighborhood council; correct? 

22 

A 

No. I met him at the William Grant Still Art 

23 

Center. 

It wasn't a neighborhood council meeting. It 

24 

was a neighborhood meeting. 

25 

Q 

Okay. Neighborhood meeting; correct? 
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1 

A 

Yes . 

2 

Q 

And have you ever met him at a neighborhood 

3 

council 

meeting? 

4 

A 

Oh, yes. 

5 

Q 

And do you know whether or not he has served 

6 

as a member of the board of the neighborhood council? 

7 

A 

Oh, he has, yes. 

8 

Q 

Do you know how long he served that? 

9 

A 

I want to say four years as the business rep. 

10 

Q 

Business rep for the area; correct? 

11 

A 

Yes . 

12 


MR. MARCUS: You need to let him get the 

13 

question out. 

14 

BY MR. : 

NWABUZOR: 

15 

Q 

Is that a "yes"? 

16 

A 

Yes . 

17 


MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. All right. Let me see. 

18 

I think 

I'm about done. 

19 


Mr. Marcus, do you have any questions? 

20 


MR. MARCUS: No. 

21 


MR. NWABUZOR: Drew doesn't have any 

22 

questions. 

23 


MS. ROBERTSON: No, I do. I do have a few 

24 

questions for you. I'll try to make it very brief. 

25 


MR. MARCUS: Are you finished with your 
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1 

questions? 

2 

MR. NWABUZOR: I'm finished for now. I may 

3 

have follow-up questions. 

4 

MR. MARCUS: But other than that, you're done? 

5 

MR. NWABUZOR: Yeah. 

6 

MS. ROBERTSON: Most of it is just going to be 

7 

to follow up on some of the questions that 

8 

Mr. Nwabuzor was asking you. 

9 

EXAMINATION 

10 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

11 

Q You mentioned as part of your job you answer 

12 

constituent calls, you go to community meetings. 

13 

Is there any other method that you might 

14 

receive communications from constituents? 

15 

E-mail? 

16 

A E-mails, phone calls, pop up visits. 

17 

Q And you mentioned that you have received 

18 

complaints from constituents regarding Holiday Liquor; 

19 

is that correct? 

20 

A Yes. 

21 

Q Can you provide an estimate of how many 

22 

complaints your office has received? 

23 

A Like everything, it comes and it goes. Just 

24 

depends on the month. 

25 

There's been a lot less complaints in regards 
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1 

to it in the last 18 months. And some of it is due to 

2 

the fact that some people went away — you guys locked 

3 

some people up and they went away. And other ones. 

4 

people just stopped calling. 

5 

Q And could you provide an estimate of — before 

6 

the last 18 months — 

7 

A Uh-huh. 

8 

Q — let's say, can you provide an estimate of 

9 

how many complaints you would receive in a typical 

10 

six-month period? 

11 

A Six-month period, I probably get four to five 

12 

phone calls. 

13 

Q And how long have you been receiving 

14 

complaints about Holiday Liquor? 

15 

A Since 2010 . 

16 

Q Generally speaking, what is the nature of the 

17 

complaints that you receive? 

18 

A People just hanging out. 

19 

Q Have you received any complaints about any 

20 

shootings that have occurred at the store? 

21 

A Yes. 

22 

Q Have you received complaints about narcotic 

23 

sales occurring at the store? 

24 

A Near the store, yes. 

25 

Q Have you received any complaints regarding 
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1 

gang presence — gang member presence 

at the store? 

2 

A 

Yes . 


3 

Q 

Have you received complaints 

regarding 

4 

loitering at the store? 


5 

A 

Yes . 


6 

Q 

Have you received complaints 

regarding 

7 

activity occurring after midnight at the store? 

8 

A 

Yes . 


9 

Q 

Have you received complaints 

regarding people 

10 

littering or throwing empty bottles around the store? 

11 

A 

Yes . 


12 

Q 

You mentioned recalling that 

you had received 

13 

some written communications regarding 

Holiday Liquor; 

14 

is that 

correct ? 


15 

A 

Yes . 


16 

Q 

I'm going to show you a document. And first. 

17 

let me 

just ask you if you recognize this document. 

18 

A 

Oh, yes. 


19 

Q 

Can you tell me what it is? 


20 

A 

It's a petition. 


21 

Q 

And is it related to Holiday 

Liquor? 

22 

A 

Yes . 


23 

Q 

Do you recall — how did you 

first encounter 

24 

this document? 


25 

A 

They called me to a meeting. 
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1 

Q 

And who's "they"? 

2 

A 

At the time it was Longwood Manner 

3 

Association. 

4 

Q 

What is Longwood Manner Association? 

5 

A 

It's an apartment building — low income 

6 

apartment building that's just north of the liquor 

7 

store. 


8 

Q 

Do you recall who attended the meeting? 

9 

A 

Myself, Anna Maria Mejia, Senior lead officer. 

10 

Sergio Sanchez, Vice, and the Housing Department. 

11 

Q 

And were there also community members who 

12 

lived in 

that apartment — 

13 

A 

Yes . 

14 

Q 

— at the meeting? 

15 


Did you receive this document during the 

16 

meeting? 


17 

A 

Yes . 

18 

Q 

Do you recall taking any action in response to 

19 

this? 


20 

A 

No. I believe I gave it over to LAPD. 

21 

Q 

Do you recall how many community members — 

22 

approximately, if you can estimate — were at the 

23 

meeting? 


24 

A 

Maybe five to ten. 

25 


MS. ROBERTSON: I'll go ahead and mark this as 
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1 

Exhibit 

No. 1 to this deposition. 

2 


(Exhibit 1 marked.) 

3 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

4 

Q 

You testified regarding a communication with 

5 

Officer 

Mejia about Abdul not complying with some 

6 

requests 

that were made of him. 

7 


Do you recall that testimony? 

8 

A 

Yes . 

9 

Q 

And you estimated about how long ago that 

10 

conversation occurred. How confident are you that 

11 

that occurred six months ago? 

12 

A 

I don't know. 

13 

Q 

Could it have been longer? 

14 

A 

It could have been, yes. 

15 

Q 

At the 2008 meeting where you first met 

16 

Mr. Sheriff — 

17 

A 

Uh-huh. 

18 

Q 

— you mentioned that the meeting was about 

19 

complaints related to his liquor store; is that 

20 

correct? 


21 

A 

Yes . 

22 

Q 

And you were referring to Holiday Liquor? 

23 

A 

Correct. 

24 

Q 

You also mentioned approximately four meetings 

25 

that you 

've had with Mr. Sheriff? 


HINES REPORTERS 


48 




The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company Deposition of Kimani Black 


1 

A Correct. 

2 

Q And two of those meetings included LAPD? 

3 

A Yes. 

4 

Q And did you or LAPD request that those 

5 

meetings happen? Or did Mr. Sheriff request that 

6 

those meetings happened? 

7 

A I want to say it was all of us collectively 

8 

saying let's sit down. 

9 

Q You mentioned some solutions that were 

10 

proposed. I believe you were already asked about the 

11 

hours of operation and the hours of beer sales; is 

12 

that correct? 

13 

A Uh-huh. 

14 

MR. MARCUS: Is that "yes"? 

15 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

16 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

17 

Q Do you recall if there was any discussion 

18 

about the sales of single serving containers of 

19 

alcohol? 

20 

A Are you talking about beer? Or are you 

21 

talking about the little single shots? 

22 

Q Either. 

23 

A It was about beer only. 

24 

Q Including single sales of beer? 

25 

A Yes. 
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1 

Q 

Like 40's, for example? 


2 

A 

Yes . 


3 

Q 

Do you recall if there was any discussion 


4 

about 

security? 


5 

A 

No, I do not recall. 


6 

Q 

Following those meetings, did you continue 

to 

7 

receive complaints — first of all, let me back up 

for 

8 

a second. I'm sorry. I'll strike that. 


9 


Do you recall when these two meetings 


10 

occurred? 


11 

A 

I do not. 


12 

Q 

Did you think it was more than two years ago? 

13 

A 

Yes . 


14 

Q 

Potentially more than three years ago? 


15 

A 

Potentially, yes. 


16 

Q 

Do you recall after those meetings continuing 

17 

to receive complaints from constituents? 


18 

A 

No. And this is why. When we would meet 

with 

19 

Abdul, 

things would get better. 


20 

Q 

For how — 


21 

A 

Probably five, six months it would get better. 

22 

Q 

And then what would happen? 


23 

A 

It would go back to — to normal. 


24 

Q 

And when you — what do you mean when you 

say 

25 

"it would go back to normal"? 
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1 

A People hanging out, the vagrancy around the 

2 

store. 

3 

It's never been — the vagrancy has never been 

4 

directly in front of his store. It's always on the 

5 

corner or the side streets near the church. 

6 

And then when we would meet, you would see a 

7 

noticeable — noticeable difference. And then after a 

8 

while, things would just come back to how they'd been. 

9 

Q Do you have an opinion on why you would see 

10 

the noticeable difference and then a reversion back to 

11 

the way it was? 

12 

A Urn, I think that he would take a concerted 

13 

effort to make sure things would clear. You would 

14 

start seeing him at the store a lot more. And then 

15 

after a while, you know — I don't know. 

16 

Q You think — is it possible that maybe that 

17 

concerted effort only lasted for the six month period? 

18 

MR. NWABUZOR: Objection. Speculation. 

19 

THE WITNESS: I don't know. 

20 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

21 

Q You mentioned some issues — chemical 

22 

dependence, drug sales, homelessness — that are 

23 

concentrated between La Brea and Rampart. 

24 

Were you referring to Adams Boulevard? 

25 

A Yes. 


HINES REPORTERS 


51 




The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company Deposition of Kimani Black 


1 

Q And in your opinion, does Holiday Liquor 

2 

contribute to those issues? 

3 

MR. NWABUZOR: Objection. Speculation. 

4 

MR. MARCUS: You can answer. 

5 

THE WITNESS: I think it's one of the 

6 

contributing factors, yes. 

7 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

8 

Q How would you say it contributes? 

9 

A It gives life to certain things when 

10 

everything else on the Boulevard shuts down. There is 

11 

an issue where it relates to the gas station. Urn, 

12 

people do — I think they sell prescription narcotics 

13 

over there. Urn — so it's — all the vices are right 

14 

there. 

15 

Q Uh-huh. 

16 

A You know. 

17 

MR. NWABUZOR: And by "right there, " where — 

18 

what are you referring to? 

19 

MS. ROBERTSON: Okay. You can ask questions 

20 

when — 

21 

MR. NWABUZOR: I just want to make 

22 

clarification. Sorry. 

23 

THE WITNESS: What street is that? It's 

24 

Longwood and Adams. 

25 

MS. ROBERTSON: All right. I'll just ask you 
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1 

to 

hold 

off on asking questions, until I've finished 

2 

my 

— because I'll lose my train of thought. Give me 

3 

a 

second 


4 

BY 

MS. ROBERTSON: 

5 


Q 

Are you aware of any shootings that have 

6 

occurred 

at the gas station? 

7 


A 

Yes . 

8 


Q 

How many? 

9 


A 

One or two. 

10 


Q 

Are you aware of shootings that have occurred 

11 

at 

Holiday Liquor? 

12 


A 

Yes . 

13 


Q 

How many? 

14 


A 

One or two. 

15 


Q 

And are you aware of homicides that have 

16 

occurred 

at Holiday Liquor? 

17 


A 

No . 

18 


Q 

You mentioned gang hot spots in your 

19 

testimony. Do these hot spots change over time? 

20 


A 

Yes, they do. 

21 


Q 

And has Holiday Liquor at any time been a gang 

22 

hot spot 

9 

23 


A 

It's difficult to answer that. Yes and no. 

24 



Yes, because that's where you'll see the 

25 

retired 

people hanging out. But the young, active 
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1 

ones don't hang out there. 

2 


Q 

So there are some older gang members who hang 

3 

out 

at 

Holiday Liquor? 

4 


A 

Yeah, they're — yes. 

5 



MS. ROBERTSON: I don't have any further 

6 

questions at this time. 

7 



FURTHER EXAMINATION 

8 

BY 

MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

9 


Q 

Mr. Black, looking at the exhibit — I think 

10 

it ' 

s marked 1; right? 

11 


A 

Uh-huh. 

12 


Q 

Have you seen this document before? 

13 


A 

Yes . 

14 


Q 

When was the last time you saw it? 

15 


A 

Probably in 2016. 

16 


Q 

Okay. Whose writing is there at the top? 

17 



MR. MARCUS: Objection. Calls for 

18 

speculation. You can answer if you know. 

19 



THE WITNESS: Urn, more than likely, it was a 

20 

lady by the name of Marty Real Kay (phonetic), who's 

21 

deceased — who her and her partner. Inis Bailey 

22 

(phonetic), started this group. 

23 

BY 

MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

24 


Q 

And to your knowledge, the lady you're 

25 

reference is she — strike that. Does she write or 
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1 

speak Spanish? 

2 

A Yes. 

3 

Q Okay. And now, if you look at the document. 

4 

it's — and if you review it, you may want to take 

5 

your time to review it. They reflect different social 

6 

problems in the area; correct? 

7 

A Correct. 

8 

Q And these social problems are not limited to 

9 

Holiday Liquor; correct? 

10 

A Correct. 

11 

Q They talked about the issues we discussed 

12 

before, including drug trafficking and drug use; 

13 

correct? 

14 

A Correct. 

15 

MS. RCBERTSCN: I'm just going to object that 

16 

the document speaks for itself. 

17 

BY MR. NWABUZCR: 

18 

Q And they also talk about homelessness; 

19 

correct? 

20 

MS. RCBERTSCN: Same objection. 

21 

THE WITNESS: Correct. 

22 

BY MR. NWABUZCR: 

23 

Q Ckay. And then they also talk about robbery; 

24 

correct? 

25 

MS. RCBERTSCN: Same objection. 
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1 

MR. MARCUS: You can answer. 

2 

THE WITNESS: Correct. 

3 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

4 

Q And is there any evidence, by looking at the 

5 

document, that the robbery for instance is coming from 

6 

Holiday Liquor? 

7 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. 

8 

THE WITNESS: No. 

9 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

10 

Q Okay. Is there any evidence, by looking at 

11 

the document, indicating that the homeless issue is 

12 

limited to Holiday Liquor? 

13 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague, the 

14 

document speaks for itself. 

15 

MR. MARCUS: You can answer. 

16 

THE WITNESS: No. 

17 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

18 

Q Is there any evidence that the littering of 

19 

the street is because of the alcohol, liquor purchased 

20 

from Holiday Liquor? 

21 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague as to any 

22 

evidence. 

23 

THE WITNESS: No. 

24 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

25 

Q Okay. It's true that the homeless people and 
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1 

transients in the area buy liquors and beers from 

2 

different liquor stores; correct? 

3 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Calls for 

4 

speculation, vague. 

5 

THE WITNESS: Probably true, yes. 

6 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

7 

Q So yes? 

8 

A Yes. 

9 

Q And you don't have any information as to where 

10 

the beer that litters on the floor come from; correct? 

11 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Leading, vague. 

12 

calls for speculation. 

13 

THE WITNESS: Correct. 

14 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

15 

Q Have you, in the past six months, noticed the 

16 

presence of the security guard around Holiday Liquor? 

17 

A Yes. 

18 

Q And the security guard you noticed, have you 

19 

had any interaction with him? 

20 

A No. 

21 

Q Did he appear armed? 

22 

A No. 

23 

Q Do you know whether he is armed? 

24 

A No, I do not. 

25 

Q And have you gone into Holiday Liquors in the 
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1 

past six months? 

2 

A No. 

3 

Q When was the last time you went there? 

4 

A Probably five years ago. 

5 

Q Okay. And you've testified that when you 

6 

interacted with Mr. Sheriff, some of the complaints 

7 

that the resident make to you tend to go down; 

8 

correct? 

9 

A Correct. 

10 

MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. So I'm — except you 

11 

have any questions, I think I'm done. 

12 

MR. MARCUS: Okay. 

13 

MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. And then counsel, this 

14 

is the only thing I want to inquire from you — just 

15 

for the purpose of this deposition, if we are going to 

16 

trial on this case, is it okay rather than serving him 

17 

with the subpoena that we send it through your office? 

18 

MR. MARCUS: Can you give me a second? 

19 

MR. NWABUZOR: Sure. 

20 

(Off the record.) 

21 

MR. MARCUS: Yes, I'll accept. 

22 

MR. NWABUZOR: You'll accept, okay. 

23 

MR. MARCUS: I'll accept for testimony 

24 

subpoena for Mr. Black. 

25 

MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. 
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1 

MR. MARCUS: For this matter. 

2 

MR. NWABUZOR: I appreciate that. 

3 

Thank you very much, Mr. Black, for coming. 

4 

We really appreciate the effort and the insight you've 

5 

given on these particular issues. 

6 

And with that, thank you, Ms. — Madam Court 

7 

Reporter, especially for accommodating my accent. 

8 

With that note, we are going to stipulate to 

9 

relieve the court reporter of her duties under the 

10 

Code. The original transcript of today's deposition 

11 

is going to be prepared and sent to counsel for 

12 

Mr. Black, Scott Marcus office, who will provide the 

13 

same to Mr. Black for review, corrections, and 

14 

signature. 

15 

That if there is any correction, that my 

16 

office will be notified within ten days of receipt of 

17 

the deposition transcript. And I just want to be sure 

18 

that that is agreeable to Mr. Black. 

19 

MR. MARCUS: You're going to have the 

20 

opportunity to review the transcript and make any 

21 

changes you need. 

22 

Can we give him two weeks; not ten days. 

23 

MR. NWABUZOR: Two weeks? Okay. We can give 

24 

him two weeks. 

25 

Do you have any plan for vacation between now 
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1 

and September? 

2 

THE WITNESS: No. 

3 

MR. NWABUZOR: And that if there is no — if 

4 

there are no corrections, then the original transcript 

5 

will be signed. 

6 

And counsel, upon signature can you forward 

7 

the same to my office? 

8 

MR. MARCUS: Yes. 

9 

MR. NWABUZOR: And if the original transcript 

10 

is not signed or if it is lost or destroyed before it 

11 

is forwarded to my office, then a certified, true copy 

12 

of the original would be used for all purposes. 

13 

including trial in this case. 

14 

MR. MARCUS: That's agreeable. 

15 

MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. So stipulated? 

16 

MS. ROBERTSON: So stipulated. 

17 

MR. NWABUZOR: Thank you. 

18 

THE REPORTER: Thank you. And copies? 

19 

MR. MARCUS: I don't need one. 

20 

MS. ROBERTSON: We'll take one. 

21 

(The deposition concluded at 11:31 a.m.) 

22 

. . . 

23 


24 


25 
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DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY 

2 


3 

I, KIMANI BLACK, do hereby certify under 

4 

penalty of perjury that I have read the foregoing 

5 

transcript of my deposition taken July 11, 2019; that 

6 

I have made such corrections on the errata sheet 

7 

provided; that my testimony as contained herein, as 

8 

corrected, is true and correct. 

9 

DATED this dav of , 20 at 

10 

, California. 

11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 

KIMANI BLACK 

18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 
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1 

2 

REPORTER'S CERTIFICATION 

3 

I, Carol L. Mitchell, CSR No. 12319 for the 

4 

State of California, do hereby certify: 

5 

That the foregoing witness was by me duly 

6 

sworn; that the deposition was then taken before me at 

7 

the time and place herein set forth; that the 

8 

testimony and proceedings were reported 

9 

stenographically by me and later transcribed into 

10 

typewriting under my direction; that the foregoing is 

11 

a true record of the testimony and proceedings taken 

12 

at the time. 

13 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have subscribed my name 

14 

this 29th day of July, 2019. 

15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 

CAROL L. MITCHELL, CSR NO. 12319 

21 


22 


23 


24 


25 
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